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he holidays are upon us again!  How time flies!   
We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season! 
We hope everyone will take the time this season to 

participate in our first Holiday Decorating Contest.  We have 
three great prizes we will be giving out.  We love seeing 
everyone’s holiday spirit, but please remember that 
decorations should not go up before the 25th of November 
and must be removed by January 11th.  
 It’s easy to get caught up in the holiday season and 
forget about Association matters, but please remember to 
tie up loose ends like outstanding violations or delinquent 
dues before year end.   
 Your January dues statements will soon be in the mail.  
Keep an eye out for these.  Dues are due on January 1st.  
Please don’t let your dues go delinquent! Payment 
arrangements can be made, if you contact our Account 
Services department at 877.378.2388.  Taking the time to 
set up a payment plan now will save you money later! 
 Please don’t hesitate to contact me for any of your 
Association needs.  Communication is key and feedback 
helps us in meeting all your needs. Happy Holidays! 

— Chelsea Faxon 
Association Manager 

NEXT MEETING 
Tues., Nov. 18 @ 6 p.m. 
FirstService Residential 

1240 Keller Pkwy, Ste 200 
Keller, Texas 76248 

GET ON BOARD 

T 

“Christmas waves a magic 

wand over this world, and 

behold, everything is softer 

and more beautiful.” 
 — NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 

Hello Crawford Farms 
Homeowners! 
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fter regular 
business hours, 
our management 

company has a very 
efficient emergency 
response system in 
place to respond to appropriate emergencies—
situations that can cause property damage. 
 Our management company can do little 
about your neighbor's dog barking at 3 a.m., 
but a call to the neighbor or to the local police 
about the disturbance may help get immediate 
attention.  The best way for this kind of a 
situation to be handled in the long term, is for 
you and your other affected neighbors to 
report it in writing to the Board of Directors 
(BOD) in care of management. 
 Prowlers and vandals are best handled by 

the local law enforcement officials, but the 
management should be notified so they can 
monitor the community. 
 However, if a broken common area 
sprinkler or irrigation timer is threatening 
property, the management company should be 
notified so that the landscape contractor can 
be called to resolve the problem. 
 When determining whether to call the 
management company after normal business 
hours is to ask yourself, “Can the property-
threatening situation be addressed by one of 
the Association's contractors?” And, if not 
reported immediately, “Will it cause personal 
or property damage?” If so, after hours on-call 
personnel should be notified and the situation 
addressed immediately. 
        Remember, our BOD and management 
depend upon the eyes and ears of the 
community to make sure that all of the 
community's needs are met.  Please don't 
hesitate to contact management during normal 
business hours with any questions you may 
have about the after-hours policy. 

Reporting Emergencies to Your 

Management Company 

A 

SAFETY TIPS 

Parking 101  
e keep getting reports of on-
street parking from your 
neighbors.  Parking in your 

driveway and garage is not only less 
disruptive to your neighbors, but it 
creates a safe neighborhood and 
helps prevent car thefts.   
 Here are some parking tips to 
live by: 
 Use your driveway and garage!  

Make sure that in your fall 
cleaning, you take the time to 
clean-out and make room for your 
car in your garage. 

 When parking in your driveway, 
be careful not to block the 
sidewalk.  This is a violation of City 
Ordinances.   

 If you must have vehicles parked 
on the street: 

1. Do not block mailboxes.  
Vehicles parked in front or 
close to mailboxes will not 
have their mail delivered by 
the US Postal Service. 

2. Be sure to park in a way that 
you are not blocking sight or 
traffic. 

3. Park in front of your home 
and have your guests do the 
same.  Please do not punish 
your neighbors by blocking 
their home and spaces for 
visitor parking. 

 Please be a courteous neighbor.  
If you can, park in the garage or 
driveway. 

W 

BOARD NEWS 

CUSTOMER CARE 
CENTER 

877.378.2388 

“Remember, our Board of Directors and 

management depend upon the eyes and ears 

of the community to make sure that all of 

the community's needs are met.”   

 Get the most out of your holiday with these 
free events in Fort Worth! From a booming 
good time on July 4th to magical Christmas 
festivities, our city offers many ways to 
celebrate the holidays. 

Crawford Farms Holiday 

Event 
December 14, 2014 
1:30-3:30 PM at the Amenity Center 

Christmas in the Stockyards 
 Celebrate Christmas, cowboy-style! This 
free event features the lighting of the Christmas 
Tree, a holiday parade, Cowboy Santa, caroling, 
games and activities for kids and much more. 
Learn more at fortworthstockyards.org/events 

Christmas in Sundance Square 
 Kick off the holidays with the annual 

lighting of the 
Sundance 
Square 
Christmas 
Tree. Get in the spirit with gorgeous holiday 
decorations and lights in Sundance Square 
Plaza, where you can get your picture taken 
with Santa and watch holiday choirs and 
entertainment. Learn more at 
sundancesquare.com/events. 

Parade of Lights 
 This illuminating parade has been held for 
30+ years! Watch more than 100 brightly lit 
floats and other entries parade past on the 
beautiful streets of downtown Fort Worth. 
Don’t miss the Holiday Fun Zone for kids in 
General Worth Square, plus the towering 
Sundance Square Christmas Tree. 
Learn more at fortworthparadeoflights.org 

Upcoming Events 

To learn how to organize your garage, 
visit wonderfulengineering.com. 

http://www.fortworthstockyards.org/Events.aspx
http://sundancesquare.com/events
http://fortworthparadeoflights.org
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SAFETY COMMITTEE 

he holidays are supposed to be a joyous 
occasion, one filled with family and 
friends, good food, and warm spirits. The 

last thing anyone wants is an accident 
happening during this time. Of course, we 
don't want accidents happening any time, but 
least not in the good company of all our relatives. 
Unfortunately, the holidays are a prime time for 
carelessness and small disasters because we get 
so wrapped up in all the activities. With the 
following family safety tips in mind, you can have 
a worry-free holiday.  
 Fires are actually the most common accident 
around the Christmas season and there are 
several causes for concern. More candles are 
frequently lit during this time period. Keep the 
candle lighting to a minimum, always use candle 
plates, and keep flames away from curtains, 
flammable décor, and away from pets and 
children. Never leave burning candles 
unattended. Believe it or not, Christmas trees 
themselves are a major fire hazard when they 
become dry, so always water your tree and never 

have any flames near 
it. Have fireplaces and 
chimneys inspected 
and cleaned before 
usage and always 
cover them with a 
screen. 

 Both senior citizen and kids home safety is 
very important during this time of year, since 
they are more likely to be involved in an 
accident. Any decorations that might prove 
hazardous, such as glass ornaments, should be 
kept high up on the tree, out of reach. Rugs need 
to be skid proof—rug liners can be found in home 
good stores.  
 Nightlights in hallways are an excellent idea 
for guests staying over who are not as familiar 
with your home. With small children in the home, 
furniture needs to be securely anchored down, 
the Christmas tree as well. Many accidents occur 
from furniture tipping over, especially TV stands. 
Holiday plants are beautiful, but almost every 
one of them is poisonous, including holly, 
mistletoe, and poinsettias. Either place them high 
out of reach, purchase fake plants, or forgo them 
this year. Electrical cords should be neatly tied up 
and kept away from children.  
 Besides family safety, don't forget about 
your own pets or if family members plan on 
bringing Fido over for the party. As mentioned 
previously, keep away from poisonous plants. 
When hanging decorations on the tree, it's best 

to put any fragile 
ornaments up high in case 
the animals bump into the 
tree. If you have a real 
tree, you might want to 
frequently check the 
water level in case the 
animals think it's their 
new water dish. With 
these family safety tips in 
mind, you can have a 
pleasant holiday season!
 

A 

T 

BOARD NEWS 

By Mark Etinger, goarticles.com “Unfortunately, the holidays are 

a prime time for carelessness and 

small disasters because we get so 

wrapped up in all the activities.”  

A squeak on the stairs. 
Could Santa be here? 

Better pull my blankets, 
Up to my ears. 

He comes down the 
chimney, 

That's how he gets in. 
Santa uses magic, 

To make himself thin. 
I better keep still, 
Can't make a peep. 

He doesn't leave toys, 
Unless you're asleep. 

 Santa is visiting Crawford 
Farms residents twice this year.  
Once on Christmas Eve, but he 
will also be by early to hear our 
kids’ wishes and take a picture.   
 We’ll also be offering 
sleigh rides and reindeer 
petting, too!  You will also be 
able to enjoy baked treats and 
hot chocolate while you wait.   
 We would LOVE volunteers 
to help decorate the tree.  We 
NEED volunteers to bake 
cookies, make hot chocolate, 
and help man refreshment 
tables (all supplies will be 
provided)! Email 
social@crawfordfarmshoa.com 
to sign up! 
 Please look for further 
correspondence on the charity 
we will be supporting. 
 This event will be held on 
Sun., Dec. 14th from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. 

 Santa’s 
Comin’ To 
Crawford 
Farms! 

 

 

 

mailto:social@crawfordfarmshoa.com


4 

  
Upcoming 

Annual 
Meeting 

January 2015 

 

Help manage your 
community!   

We have established some committees 
in Crawford Farms, but we are still in 
need of many volunteers.  Help shape 

the future of YOUR neighborhood.  You 
choose how much time you can 

contribute — if you’re only able to 
volunteer a few hours, we will gladly 

accept your participation. 

Why volunteer? 
You have a vested interest in your 

investment.  By becoming involved in 
your community association, you can 

take an active role in maintaining 
property values and ensuring your 

community’s quality of living. Serving 
also allows you to get out and socialize 

and network with your neighbors.   
It can even be fun!  

How do I sign up? 

To sign up, call Association Manager 
Chelsea Faxon at 877.378.2388 or email 

Chelsea.Faxon@fsresidential.com 

savethedate 
Please keep an eye on your mail and email for 

information about the upcoming annual meeting. 
Nomination forms for the Board of Directors were 

included with your 2015 Dues Statements. If you are 
interested in running, but want more information, 

please contact Association Manager Chelsea Faxon. 

elicious food, beautiful decorations, 
and good company are the three 
ingredients of successful holiday 

events like the family Christmas dinner and 
the Thanksgiving meals. Here are some 
simple entertaining tips to be a great 
holiday party host.  
 Send out invitations to Christmas 
parties and Thanksgiving meals two to 
three weeks in advance. Many event 
management and entertaining sites offer e-
invitations that can be downloaded and 
personalized. These invitations are 
available in different holiday themes so 
selecting a themed invitation card for 
your party is easy.  
 Holidays are a busy time for 
everyone so early invitations will allow 
friends and family to plan their schedule. 
This is important for a family Christmas 
dinner as extended family may have to make 
travel arrangements for the event. Ask your 
guests to RSVP as this allows you to plan for 
the party. Bring home candles and clear glass 
vases, lanterns and hurricanes of different 
shapes and sizes for decorating the tabletop 
for Thanksgiving meals or the family 
Christmas dinner. Gorgeous centerpieces can 
be created within minutes with these candles 
and vases. Submerged fall foliage in glass 
vases with floating candles on top is a 
beautiful idea for Thanksgiving centerpieces.  
 Fall flowers such as asters in vibrant 
colors are perfect for making these 
centerpieces. Use tall cylindrical vases to add 
height to the display. The flowers or leaves 
can be submerged by tying small fishing 
weights to the stems. Another idea is to glue 
the stems of flowers and leaves to the base of 
the vase with waterproof adhesive. Cover the 
base with colorful pebbles in fall colors of red 
and gold. Add floating candles on top to 
complete the centerpiece.  

 Besides centerpieces and party 
decorations, the food is an important part of 
holiday entertaining. Classic entrees like 
turkey for Thanksgiving and ham for 
Christmas are always a good idea. Be mindful 
of your guests' eating preferences, such as 
vegetarian food or gluten-free food while 
planning the menu for your holiday party.  
 Go online to find easy recipes and you 
can also look for specialized ingredients on 
gourmet food sites. Dry rubs and spices are 
essential elements for holiday roasts and you 
can easily find them online. Make desserts, 
such as pies and tarts ahead of time and 
warm them in the microwave before serving 
to save time on the day of the party. Ice 
cream or 
whipped 
cream makes 
tasty toppings 
for homemade 
pies. Happy 
Hosting! 

Tips for Holiday Dining 

By William Socket, goarticles.com 

D 

“Fall flowers, such as asters, in 

vibrant colors are perfect for 

making these centerpieces.”  

  SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

How to be a Great Holiday Host or Hostess 
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LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

veryone goes through tough financial 
periods when the bills start 
accumulating and the light at the 

end of the tunnel seems to be getting 
dimmer and dimmer. But, as is most often 
the case, those times pass and through 
determination and careful financial 
planning, we are able to get back on our 
financial "feet" once again. 
 During those challenging periods, it is 
often tempting to avoid meeting certain 
financial obligations in order to meet 
others. However, when deciding which 
bills to "juggle" and which to pay, 
remember that your yearly Association 
dues are just as important as your 
mortgage payment. If you don't pay your 
mortgage, you will eventually lose your 
home. Likewise, if you don't pay your 
monthly assessment, the association has 
the right to foreclose on your property 
and sell it.  
 More importantly, however, is that 
should you let your assessment become 
delinquent, in order to bring your account 
current, you will have to pay more than 
the original dues amount. Late fees, 
interest charges and if applicable, various 
administrative and legal fees must also be 
paid.  
 The bottom line:  Don't ignore your 
yearly dues.  Pay on time and avoid paying 
more (and possibly losing more!) in the 
long run.  The Association does offer 
payment plans for Homeowners 
struggling.  Please reach out to us to set 
up these plans. 
 Your 2015 annual dues are due on 
Thurs., Jan. 1, 2015.  These dues are $420.  
Please check your recently mailed 
statement to confirm amount prior to 
paying.  Checks should be mailed to: 

Crawford Farms HOA 
PO Box 60200 

Los Angeles, CA 90060 

his is the 
perfect time 

to plant bulbs for 
Spring, they should 
be in the ground 
before the first frost 
and planted while 
the soil is still easy 
to work with. 
 Some of the 
most popular bulbs 
are tulips, hyacinth 
and daffodils. Iris, 
daylilies and 
gladiolas should 
also be planted at 
this time of year, 
although they are 
not “true” bulbs, but; 
rhizomes, tubers and 
corms, respectively. 
Yet all of these, like 
bulbs, require the cooler soil of winter to 
generate healthy new growth in spring. 
 Transform your landscape with the 
addition of fresh, colorful blooms! Pansies 
are by far the most popular Winter flower. 
The ‘Matrix’ Pansy has been outstanding for 
our Texas weather. It will not “stretch” 
during bouts of warm temperatures and is 
bred to grow out, not up. This compact 
grower offers shorter stems to support large 
colorful blooms.  
 Dianthus (also known as “Pinks”), 
Snapdragons, Cyclamen, Violas and the 
fragrant Alyssum are also good choices for 
cold tolerant annuals. Ornamental Cabbage 
and Kale provide interesting texture in the 
landscape, as well as color. For best effect, 
limit your planting to two or three colors per 
bed. 
 The key to growing beautiful annual 
flowers is soil preparation. Work Calloway’s 
Flowerbed Mix into the soil, or organic 
compost, to a depth of 6” to 8”. Adding 
Calloway’s Flower Food to the soil at the 
time of planting will provide the extra 
nutrients for growth and blooms. Remember 
to add 2 to 3 inches of mulch to all beds to 
reduce moisture loss, prevent weeds from 
germinating and to insulate the soil from the 
cold. 
 These same annuals can be used in 
patio containers. Fill your container with 
fresh potting soil and plant food. Keep them 

watered as necessary and remove faded 
flowers to encourage repeat blooming. 
If want beautiful Bluebonnets in the Spring, 
sow the seed in early November! 
 Please remember the birds. Texas is a 
haven for birds. No other state in the United 
States has more species within its 
boundaries. There are currently over 620 
species documented in Texas, which is 
almost 75 percent of all bird species 
recorded in the continental United States.  
To attract the widest variety of wild birds, 
you should consider placing a wide variety of 
bird feeders and food around your yard. 
Probably one of the single most important 
elements to include is water. 

T 

COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE 

Timely Tips for Gardeners from 

Calloway’s or Cornelius’ Nursery 

E 

“Pansies are by far the most popular 

Winter flower. The ‘Matrix’ Pansy has 

been outstanding for our Texas weather.”  

Don't Get Behind 

- It Costs More! 
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WWW.FSRESIDENTIAL.COM/RESALE.HTML 
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—Recipe by Jeanie Bean, AllRecipes.com 

"It's old fashioned, it's comforting, it makes the 
kitchen smell wonderful and it's good for the soul." 

Creamy Hot Cocoa 

INGREDIENTS 
Makes 4 servings 
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
3/4 cup white sugar 
1 pinch salt 
1/3 cup boiling water 
3 1/2 cups milk 
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 cup half-and-half cream  

 
DIRECTIONS 
Combine the cocoa, sugar, and pinch of salt in a saucepan. Blend in the boiling water. Bring this 
mixture to an easy boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for about 2 minutes—watch that it doesn't 
scorch. Stir in milk and heat until very hot, but do not boil! Remove from heat and add vanilla. 
Divide between 4 mugs. Add the cream to the mugs of cocoa to cool it to drinking temperature. 
Top with chocolate powder or sprinkles. 


