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Your Resident Star!

.... and much more

A new feature for the Fall newsletter is to highlight a resident in the neighborhood with an interesting story 
or business.  This month I would like to introduce you to Shadia Abdallah, the owner of the Get Lao’d Food 
Truck.  Long before becoming a resident of Crawford Farms Shadia grew up in Watauga with two sisters.  On the 
Get Lao’d web page she mentions her love for Laotian food comes from the dishes her mother would prepare 
stating “my fondest memories were waking up to the smell of lively spices and fresh herbs filling our home. The 
taste of Laotian food is even more inviting than the scents itself. We didn’t know it at the time but the dishes 
mom cooked were a way for us to become closer to the Lao culture she left behind. Today, the appreciation I 
have for my mom’s hard work lives on through the passion I have for cooking.”

The truck operates on the weekends and can be found at local Breweries around Fort Worth and usually attending Alliance’s Food 
Truck Fridays on the first Friday of each month.  If you haven’t had Laotian food before then Shadia says you are in for a real 
experience.  She explained to me “Lao food has several components that when paired is just an explosion of flavor.  Almost every 
Lao dish has sticky rice, this is our tortilla.  Along with something spicy and sour either thum mak hoong (green papaya salad) or 
a dipping sauce and the main component is the meat that we marinate overnight.  When you pair up the three, food will never be 
the same again, you’ll be hit in every direction spicy, sour, salty just funky flavors”.  I believe every word!  Especially since Get Lao’d 
recently won DFW Magazine’s Editor’s choice of Best Food Truck of 2018.

If you haven’t had the pleasure of trying Get Lao’d please do so and show your support at a nearby event or you may have already 
seen them in the neighborhood at an event.  Be sure to like and follow them on Facebook and on Instagram @GETLAODDFW.

If you know of a resident with a great business or an interesting story to tell send an email to 
communications@crawfordfarmshoa.com.

Resident Photos

After a Fire Safety 
course at the Safety Fair.

Brought Fire Station 
37 a taco feast!

mailto:communications@crawfordfarmshoa.com


From the Manager

Love the smells of pumpkin spice and cinnamon?

Then autumn is probably your favorite season! Learn how to bring the smell of fall into your home with 
these tips.

Fall is the favorite season for a lot of people, and the fabulous fall scents are one of the main reasons why. 
Apple cinnamon, pumpkin spice, hot cocoa, oh my! Want to know how to make your home smell like fall? 
Try one of these easy ideas.

Plug it in…
I’ll start simple…light it up, or spray it around, or attach it to your furnace filter. You get the idea, right? 
Perhaps one of the easiest ways to recreate the best fall scents is to buy an air freshener or candle. Think 
they probably don’t make the scent you’re looking for? Think again! From “Flannel” to “Leaves,” you’ll be 
surprised at all the options available.  A favorite place to shop for seasonal scents is Kohl’s and Target!

Tips to Make Your Home Smell Like Fall

When homeowners in Crawford Farms purchased their home, membership in the association was 
mandatory, but we view it differently.  Associations are a partnership.  A promise from both the 
homeowner and the association to protect the appearance and property values of our community.  
Homeowners and the association have different roles to fulfill but it is all a partnership to maintain a 
beautiful community.  One way to think of our community association is as a service organization that 
provides three types of services to owners and residents:  

• Community maintenance services- collecting trash, publishing the newsletter, orienting new 
owners, conducting meetings    and sponsoring social activities. 

• Governance services- fulfilling legal obligations, resolving disputes, enforcing community 
policies, administering design review policies, and recruiting new volunteer leaders. 

• Business services- operating and maintaining the common areas, competitively bidding maintenance work, investing 
reserve funds, developing long-range plans and collecting assessments. 

The board and manager make every effort to deliver these services fairly and effectively to protect and enhance the value of 
our homes. They also strive, through collective participation and mutual decision making, to preserve that intrinsic value called 
“quality of life” that is at the heart of the community association concept. 

Here are some ways that homeowners can fulfill their responsibilities:  
• Read and comply with the community’s governing documents. You should have received a package of documents well 

before you closed on your home. If you didn’t, check the association’s website or ask the manager where to find them. Make 
sure you understand what’s included in them, particularly the rules about your home’s exterior maintenance, architectural 
guidelines and the standards of your property. 

• Provide current contact information to association the manager. Make sure they know how to reach you in case of an 
emergency and ask them to notify you of association meetings and other important events. If you rent out your home, it is a 
requirement to provide contact information and lease terms for your tenants also for use in an emergency. 

• Maintain your property according to established standards. The community’s appearance can add value to all the homes 
within it—including yours—so it’s important to keep landscaping neatly groomed and your home’s exterior well-maintained. 
Failure to regularly maintain your property leads to compliance notices.   

• Treat association leaders honestly and respectfully. Board members are homeowners—just like you—who have 
volunteered to give their time and energy freely to govern the community. While you should share your concerns about the 
community with them, please do so in a way that’s constructive, informative and helpful. 

• Attend board meetings and vote in community elections. Board meetings are open to all who wish to sit in and keep up with 
issues under discussion.  The association is a democracy, and your input can affect important issues. 

• Pay association assessments and other obligations on time. Your regular assessments pay for common-area maintenance, 
amenities and other shared expenses. If you don’t pay on time, the burden for paying your portion of the association’s bills, 
like water, electricity and trash removal, falls on your neighbors. Remember to contact the manager right away if you’re 
having problems to discuss options.  

Our community partnership makes Crawford Farms the neighborhood that people want to live in. Our continued partnership is 
what makes this community a wonderful place to live.  As always, we are willing to work with our homeowners toward the goal of 
meeting standards.  Please contact the manager if you have mitigating circumstances with any compliance item or account issue.  



Continued from page 2
Heat it Up!
Ever heard of stove top potpourri?  This one is an oldie, but a goldie.  I remember 
my mom and grandmother doing this when I was a little girl.   Definitely try it! 
Once you get a whiff, you’ll be making it on the regular. Simply add in herbs, 
spices, extracts and fruit peels that you have on hand to a pot of water, bring 
it to a boil and then let it simmer as long as you’d like (all you have to do is add 
more water periodically). The best part? It’s an all-natural way of making your 
home smell oh-so-delicious!

Set it Out
If sprays, flames and hot pots aren’t your cup of spice tea, try the set-it-and-
forget-it route. Purchase some delicious-smelling potpourri and simple set 
it out throughout your home. To add a little holiday decorative flair, consider 
purchasing one of the customizable cinnamon brooms often found in your local 
grocery or craft store.

Spread it Around
The household chores don’t stop during pumpkin spice season, but that doesn’t mean you can’t combine the two. Before doing your 
regularly scheduled vacuuming for the week, consider shaking some carpet deodorizer in your favorite fall scents over your rugs and 
carpets. Let it sit for about half an hour and then vacuum away. You’ll end up with a clean, fabulous-smelling home. Want a cheaper 
alternative than a store-bought deodorizer? Simply combine baking soda and pumpkin pie spice to make a DIY fall carpet deodorizer.

Whip it Up
Perhaps the best tip of all is to show off your baking skills in the kitchen. What’s better than the smell of treats like cranberry bread or 
apple pie baking in the oven? Sure, the smell won’t last forever, but that’s okay; neither will the baked goods — especially if you have 
guests visiting for the holidays. That just means you’ll have to make some more!

ENJOY!

Websites 

• http://crawfordfarmshoa.com/  - check out the contact tab, 
calendar and quick links for important info 
Access the FSRConnect page on the CF HOA website to update 
contact info, join the email list, get your Pool pass, pay dues… 
Be sure and sign up for emails from the management company 
to get the latest on events happening in the subdivision. First 
Service Residential is the Association that helps manage our 
community along with our HOA board members. Mark your 
calendar to attend the HOA Annual Meeting (usually held in 
January) and we have TONS of neighborhood events throughout 
the year!! 
 

• HOA Property Manager - manager@crawfordfarmshoa.com or 
phone - (817) 984-4836 
 

• HOA Board Contact Info - http://www.crawfordfarmshoa.com/
board-of-directors/  (note the Facebook page is not monitored 
by the board or management company, please contact them 
directly) 
 

• Also check out www.nextdoor.com, www.fortworthtexas.gov, 
www.cityofkeller.com, www.kellerisd.net 
 

• Bulk Trash info - http://fortworthtexas.gov/solidwaste/bulk  
 

• Non-emergency number for Fort Worth Police is 817-392-4222.

Facebook Groups 

Answer the questions after you request to join so you’ll 
be approved     

• Crawford Farms Group (main neighborhood 
group) - https://www.facebook.com/groups/
Crawfordfarms/. Use the search bar in the group for 
FAQ’s like recommendations for doctors, dentists, 
landscaping, preschools, painters, etc.  
 

• Crawford Farms Buy/Sell/Trade Group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
CrawfordFarmsBuySellTrade/ 
 

• Crawford Farms Pet Group https://www.facebook.
com/groups/CrawfordFarmsPets/ 
 

• CF Moms Page – https://www.facebook.com/
groups/468560699945499/ 
 

• North Fort Worth Alliance - https://www.facebook.
com/groups/150946584952154/ 

p.s. – come to the neighborhood events – great way to 
meet new people! Welcome to Crawford Farms

Welcome to the Neighborhood!

Hello! We are glad you are here and look forward to getting to know you! Here’s some helpful info –
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A common post on our community Facebook page involved mentions of near misses of children on 
bikes.  This is always a distressing thing to hear.  Our kids are most precious to us and while most 
motorist are alert in the morning it unfortunately cannot be said for all.  Also, many younger children 
while biking to school also forget to keep a keen eye for cars and follow traffic signs and rules.  The 
number one way to help prevent this is to go over a few tips with your child about bicycle safety and 
ask yourself if your child is mature enough to maneuver the neighborhood streets safely.  It’s basic 
mistakes that cause accidents and if your child gets a good grounding in safe riding techniques 
sooner than later he or she will enjoy the benefit of bicycling for many years.

Tip 1:  Ride with your child.
No doubt bicycling is a safe activity.  But, 
like many activities, one has to learn 
a few things before safely taking part.  
Sometimes just reading over safety and 
traffic rules isn’t enough.  Take the time 
to see them in action and make sure 
they’re following the rules to keep safe.  
This will be valuable for both of you. And 
fun, too!

Tip 2:  Know they’re Old Enough
Before the age of 10, few kids understand how traffic works. Children have trouble judging speed and distance. They can’t 
locate sounds — like a car’s engine or a siren — very well. They think that if they can see a car, the driver can see them. They 
certainly can be taught skills and rules, but may have trouble with confusing traffic situations.  
Let them know the following before hitting the roads and sidewalks:

1. No playing in the road. 
2. No riding on busy streets. 
3. No riding at night. 
4. Stop for all stop signs. 

Tip 3:  Make Sure they have the Basics Down

There are 3 important bicycling skills. 
Skill 1:  Riding in a straight line.  This skill is basic but very important. Take your child to a park, playground, or empty 
parking lot for practice and find a straight paint stripe on the pavement. Have your child practice riding on the stripe without 
veering to one side or another. It may take some practice but your child will get better at it each time he or she tries, and 
that’s good!  Tip: To ride straight, don’t look down at the stripe. Look ahead to where you’re going!

Skill 2:  Looking back without swerving.  Have your child ride the same stripe while you hold a cardboard picture of a car. 
As he or she rides past, hold the “car” up or hide it behind your back and say “LOOK!” Your child should look back and say 
“CAR!” or “NO CAR!”

Skill 3: Stopping and speed control.  On the playground, have your child practice riding slowly toward a wet sponge and 
stopping just before hitting it. Gradually increase the speed and watch for skidding (not good). As your child speeds up, he 
or she will need to start using the brakes sooner. Tip: Going downhill, a bicyclist should brake gently and often to keep from 
going too fast and losing control. Stick to level ground until your child is ready for a bike with hand brakes.

Tip 4:  Know the 3 Common Bike/Car Crash Scenarios
The following are the most common crashes for young children. Each one can lead to serious injury.

Crash Type 1:  The Driveway Ride Out.  A child rides out of the driveway and is hit by a car. This scenario accounts for about 
8% of all car/bike crashes and it gets kids early: the average age is less than 10.
What you can do: If bushes or trees block the view, trim them back. And teach your child these safety rules: 

1. Stop before entering the street. 
2. If parked cars block the view, edge 
     out to see beyond them. 

5. Ride on the right, with traffic. 
6. Make your own decisions. 
7. Always wear your bike helmet.

What ’s Trending – Neighborhood Bicycle 

3. Look left, right, and left for cars. 
4. See any? Wait until it’s clear. 
5. No cars? Cross with care.



    

Crash Type 2:  Running a Stop Sign.  One car/bike crash in ten involves a bicyclist running a stop sign. The average age is about 
11. Tip: If you “roll” stop signs, your child will learn your bad habit.
What you can do: Teach your child that running stop signs could lead to a bad crash. Take him or her to a stop sign near home. 
Emphasize the following: 

I.  Stop at all stop signs. 
2. Look left, right, and left for cars.
3. See any?  Wait until it’s clear.  

Crash Type 3:  The “No Look” Left Turn.  In 10% of crashes, bicyclists turned left without looking back for traffic. If they had 
looked, they would have seen the cars coming and likely waited until it was clear.
What you can do: Teach your child to walk across busy streets. Period. For residential streets, a 9- or 10-year-old can be 
taught to make safe turns: 

1. Look back. 
2. Yield to traffic coming from behind. 
3. Yield to traffic in front or to the side. 

It’s a common myth that since we live in a quiet neighborhood there is no need to worry.  While it is true that there are very few 
major injuries while biking many bike crashes involving children happen on quiet two-lane residential streets with 25 mph 
speed limits — largely because that’s where kids bicycle.  We often forget safety in familiar surroundings, and that can lead to 
trouble.  Take a moment to go over these tips and information with your child to ensure their safety.  This also goes for all those 

4. Signal before moving or turning left. 
5. Confused or worried? Pull to the curb and walk your bike in the crosswalk

4. No cars?  Cross with care. 
5. And never run a stop sign even if a friend just did so.

“Fall is for Planting” is the old nurseryman’s slogan.  It gives new plants time to 
get adjusted to their new location.  Whether you are planting new shrubs and 
trees or transplanting from one location in the yard to another, water all new 
plantings by sticking the hose end into the dirt around the plant when planting 
to eliminate any air pockets in the soil so the plant can establish new roots 
before winter.  
 

• I recommend two fertilizations a year (Spring & Fall) Labor Day is a good time for fall.  Options are: organic fertilizer like 
Milorganite or a 3-1-2 ratio balanced fertilizer. 
 

• Before the leaves begin to fall, get out that ladder and clean out your gutters. 
 

• I hope you are composting.  My wife and I have cut out about 60%of our garbage by composting and recycling.  We 
compost all fruit and vegetable waste, grass clippings and cardboard packaging.  By turning it at least twice a week 
and adding water when dry, we make beautiful black dirt for our plants.  (See my blog post on composting at  
www.newhorizonslandscapes.com.  
 

• Flower beds need your attention in the fall as your summer flowers begin to decline.  Add compost to your soil and 
plant mums, alyssum, pansies and winter vegetables like spinach, kale, and lettuces in your beds for homegrown 
produce.  You can also plant onions, turnips, beets and other root crops in the fall. 
 

• A great time to prune your trees is after they lose their leaves. (See my blog post on proper pruning techniques at 
www.newhorizonslandscapes.com. Always collect your leaves in the fall and add them to your compost pile or leave 
the bags at the curb for your neighbors who compost. 
 

• Finally, check out your fire pit, gas heater and chimeneas to make sure they are in good working order.  Always have a 
hose or fire extinguisher handy in case of an accident. 
 

This may sound like a lot, but many of these projects take less than a day to accomplish.  Spread out over the next three or 
four months, and you can do the work and still have time to enjoy your yard.  If you have questions or comments go to 
www.newhorizonslandscapes.com. Don’t be afraid to play in the dirt.

Five Ways to Improve Your Yard in the Fall - By Stephen Shelton

http://www.newhorizonslandscapes.com
http://www.newhorizonslandscapes.com


Get out and enjoy the cooler weather 
on October 13th!!  It’s the Annual 
Fall Festival and Silent Auction 
at Eagle Ridge Elementary.  This 
event is open to the public and is 
from 3pm to 7pm.  It is a huge fund 
raiser for the school.  Admission 
and other activities are free.  You 
can purchase food from food tents 
and vendors and bid on items in the 
silent auction.  Click here for more 
information

Let’s 
Go!
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Pumpkin Cider Beertail

Ingredients (makes 4 glasses)

•  3 bottles of Blue Moon Harvest Pumpkin Ale
•  1/2 bottle Martinelli’s Sparkling Cider
•  4 cinnamon sticks
•  4 lemon wedges
•  a sprinkle of cinnamon

Start with a cinnamon stick. Place one in each glass 
or, in our case, each mismatched mason jar. Next, 
pour Blue Moon Pumpkin Ale until the glass is about 
three quarters full. Next, add your cider. You want a 
little bit of foam so don’t worry about extra bubbles.
Squeeze a little bit of lemon on top and place wedges 
on each glass for garnish.

Last, add a sprinkle of cinnamon on the top! This 
brings the cinnamon aroma right into your nose as you 
take your first sip. Mmmm.

CRAWFORD FARMS HOA, INC.
c/o FirstService Residential
3102 Oak Lawn Ave, Suite 202
Dallas, TX 75219

BRANDY ADAMS
COMMUNITY MANAGER
817.984.4836  
manager@crawfordfarmshoa.com 

Accounting/Billing Questions
877.378.2388
accountservices.tx@fsresidential.com   

Resale & Refinance Certificates
888.679.2500
www.fsresidential.com/resale.html

24/7 Customer Care Center
877.378.2388

 

Buffalo Chicken 
Mozzarella Sticks

Ingredients (makes 16 Sticks)

•  8 oz cream cheese, softened
•  2 cups cooked and shredded chicken
•  ½ cup buffalo sauce
•  2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese
•  1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
•  1 oz dry ranch dressing mix, 1 packet
•  2 cups all-purpose flour
•  6 eggs, beaten
•  3 cups seasoned bread crumbs
•  peanut or vegetable oil, for frying
•  ranch dressing, for serving

Preparation

• Line an 8x8-inch (20 x 20-cm) baking dish with parchment paper. 
• In a large bowl, combine the cream cheese, chicken, hot sauce,     

cheeses, and ranch dressing mix with a fork until smooth and evenly 
mixed. Transfer to the prepared baking dish and smooth it with a 
spatula so that it’s spread evenly in the dish. Freeze until solid, at 
least 1 hour. 

• Working quickly, remove the solid mixture from the sheet and cut into 
4x1-inch (10x3-cm) rectangles. (There should be 16 total.) 

• Bread each stick by coating in flour, then dredging in egg, and then 
dipping in bread crumbs. Dip once more in the egg, then once more in 
the bread crumbs, and transfer to a baking dish. 

• Heat the oil in a large pot until it reaches 375˚F (190˚C). 
• Carefully lower 3 or 4 of the coated sticks into the oil and fry for about 

30 seconds, until golden brown. Continue this until all of the sticks are 
fried. 

• Serve warm with ranch. 
• Enjoy!

http://erepta.org

